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New ATTRA Publication Gives Ranchers a 
Formula for Productive Pastures  

 

 

The grass is always greener on the other side of the fence…That may be due, in part, to the rancher’s 

careful management and accurate record keeping, which allow him to produce an economically efficient 

rotational grazing program.   
 

A new ATTRA publication, Grazing Calculator: Extended Cow Calf Pair, provides producers with a 

simple means of analyzing their grazing program throughout the season.   

 

“Knowing how long your recovery period will be, that is, the amount of time it takes grass to fully 

recover between grazings is essential to a successful grazing program,” explains Dave Scott, Livestock 

Specialist with the National Center for Appropriate Technology and co-author of the grazing calculator.  

 

“Not measuring your recovery period is a common mistake for many beginner graziers,” Scott points out.  

 

The user friendly spreadsheet will allow producers to keep an accurate record of seasonal pasture 

production per field which will, in turn, make management decisions much easier and help keep grazing 

plans on track. Accurate record keeping will allow producers to identify pastures that may become a weak 

link in the grazing system and enable them to troubleshoot if a problem arises, ultimately making the 

operation more efficient.  

 

Scott simplifies the result of an often complex management system. “Good things happen when you let 

your plants fully recover.  It increases the quality of grass and health of the soil.”    

 

Grazing Calculator: Extended Cow Calf Pair was created by Livestock Specialist Dave Scott and 

Accountant Brian Coldiron, for the National Center for Appropriate Technology (NCAT) headquartered 

in Butte, Montana.    

 

Grazing Calculator: Extended Cow Calf Pair is available for free download on NCAT’s ATTRA website 

www.attra.ncat.org .  

 

ATTRA—National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service—was developed and is maintained  

through a cooperative agreement with the USDA’s Rural Business-Cooperative Service  by the National 

Center for Appropriate Technology, a nonprofit organization headquartered in Butte, Montana.  

 

ATTRA has been the nation’s leading resource for information on sustainable agriculture since 1987, 

covering a wide range of topics, including reducing pesticide use on cropland, promoting food safety in 

sustainable production systems, reducing farm energy use and costs, enriching soils with the use of cover 

crops, and providing technical assistance in the growing areas of local farmers markets and urban 

gardening. 
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In addition to hundreds of sustainable-agriculture publications, ATTRA’s other popular offerings include 

a free sustainable-agriculture telephone helpline and the “Ask an Ag Expert” feature on the home page.  It 

has an archive of webinars and videos generated by NCAT and partnering organizations. 

 
ATTRA also maintains numerous popular databases, including sustainable-agriculture internships and 

apprenticeships, and is a source for the day’s agriculture news, among other features. 
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Since 1976, the National Center for Appropriate Technology (NCAT) has been helping people by 

championing small-scale, local and sustainable solutions to reduce poverty, promote healthy 

communities and protect natural resources. In partnership with businesses, organizations, 

individuals and agricultural producers, NCAT is working to advance solutions that will ensure the 

next generation inherits a world that has clean air and water, energy production that is efficient and 

renewable, and healthy foods grown with sustainable practices. More information about its 

programs and services is available at www.ncat.org or by calling 1-800-ASK-NCAT. 
 

 


